Patients With Acute Type A Aortic Dissection" describes a logistic regression model used for death prediction among these patients. Table 4 in that article shows that the abrupt onset of pain at the time of presentation produces an odds ratio of 2.6 (95% confidence interval 1.22 to 5.54); this certainly suggests that acute pain strongly predicts death. The raw data and our clinical experience, however, indicate that acute pain is very common when aortic dissection develops. It was present in 89% of the patients who died and 82.3% of those who survived. This is yet another example of the misleading impression that often results when odds ratios are used to describe the relative frequency of findings or events that are already very common in the studied population (84.5% of all the aortic dissection patients had such pain).
